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The Best Business Plan Software of 2025
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Business Sorter

Methodology

Forbes Advisor carefully considered a variety of software to choose the right business planning apps for this ranking. We compared features, ease
of use, costs and collaboration. We ranked each company based on these factors using a 5-star rating system. The highest possible score is 5 out of

5 stars.
Here are the details of the factors we considered:

Features: We looked at general and unique features of each app and gave more credit to software that provides better functionality for business
planning.
Cost: Regardless of your business size, cost is an important factor to consider when you're adding new software to your tech stack. We awarded

a higher score to those that offer free trials, free plans and affordable options.

Ease of use: Programs that have a steep learning curve aren’t likely to be adopted by you or your team, so we chose software that’s user-
friendly. Drag-and-drop interfaces or guidance through features and tools are helpful for any team.

Customer reviews: An important factor for any software is how the general public views the program. We considered other ratings and
studied the pros and cons listed by other users of the software to help us with our ranking.

How To Choose a Business Plan Software

Technically, you don’t need business plan software, but using it can make the entire experience easier and you’ll have better odds of creating a solid
plan. You don’t even have to choose software made specifically for business planning—project management software is great for roadmapping and
goal management. Aside from looking for software that includes financial forecasting, you’ll want collaboration tools, a user-friendly interface,
affordable plans and ways to brainstorm or roadmap for your business idea.
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One of the most important sections of any business plan is the financials. If you haven’t already done the research and calculations, look for a
business plan app that automatically calculates these numbers for you.

Collaboration is also key if you're working with a partner, team or consultants. At the very least, look for software that lets you invite viewers to see
the work you’re doing, but the best business plan software lets users leave comments or work on a plan in real time simultaneously.

Ease of use is nearly as important as pricing. You'll need software you and your team will use without spending too much downtime learning how
to use it. It also makes no sense to choose a cost-prohibitive tool for creating a business plan—most of the software Forbes Advisor suggests is
appropriate for small business budgets.

»
Finally, depending on the stage you're in of business planning, you may want a tool that offers features that make it easy for you to create a

roadmap for your business. If you're in the early stages, these tools can help with brainstorming, prioritizing goals and managing your goals before
you finalize your actual business plan.

Benefits of Business Plan Software

Most business plan software helps guide you through the creation of a business plan with prompts, suggestions or tips. So, using business plan
software is especially helpful for new business owners who don’t know all the sections to include to increase the odds of getting funding or luring a
partner to join your operation.

Business plan software can also automate some processes, such as calculations of financials or comparisons of those finances with industry
standards. Some business planning apps give you whiteboards or editable cards you can use for brainstorming. Other features may include
scorecards to let you know if you're on the right track or roadmapping tools to give you an overview of your business plan.

The biggest benefit of business plan software is that it helps you organize and prioritize all of your goals so you can more easily analyze and then
compile the data you need to create your business plan. After that, you can create your plan from scratch or if you’re using business planning
software made specifically for crafting plans, you can piece it all together and then export it as a PDF or to Microsoft Word.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Which business plan software is the best?
How do | create my own business plan?

What are the different types of business plans?

+ o+ 4+ o+

Is business plan software secure?

Next Up In Business
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Monday Vs. Clickup

Information provided on Forbes Advisor is for educational purposes only. Your financial situation is unique and the products and services we review may not be
right for your circumstances. We do not offer financial advice, advisory or brokerage services, nor do we recommend or advise individuals or to buy or sell
particular stocks or securities. Performance information may have changed since the time of publication. Past performance is not indicative of future results.

Forbes Advisor adheres to strict editorial integrity standards. To the best of our knowledge, all content is accurate as of the date posted, though offers
contained herein may no longer be available. The opinions expressed are the author’s alone and have not been provided, approved, or otherwise endorsed by

our partners.

Amy Nichol Smith

Former Product Review Editor

Amy Nichol Smith spent more than 20 years working as a journalist for TV and newspapers before transitioning to software and hardware product
reviews for consumers and small businesses. She has been featured in publications such as L.A. Times, Tom's Guide, Investopedia and various
newspapers across the U.S.
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