1/2/25, 6:56 PM

Written By Katherine Haan
Contributor

& 2 others v

20 Best Free Project Management Software Of 2025 — Forbes Advisor

Editorial Note: We earn a commission from partner links on Forbes Advisor. Commissions do not affect our editors' opinions or

evaluations.

Table of Contents

Featured Partners

monday.com

#/.monday..

On monday.com's Website

Free version

available Yes

From $8
monthly per
user

Starting price

Zoom,
Linkedln,
Adobe,
Salesforce
and more

Integrations

https://www.forbes.com/advisor/business/software/free-project-management-software/

ClickUp

Read more v

L ClickUp

On ClickUp's Website

Free version
available

Starting price

Integrations

Yes, for
unlimited
members

$7 per
month

Slack,
Microsoft
Outlook,
HubSpot,

Salesforce,

Timely,
Google

Wrike

+7 wrike

On Wrike's Website

Free version
available

Starting price

Integrations

Yes

$10 per user
per month

Salesforce,
Adobe, Miro,
Netsuite,
QuickBooks,
SAP

Advertisement (i)

Motion

Q o

On Motion's Wel

Free Version \
Available
. $1
Starting Price
F
Integrations
Z
(
1/16


https://www.forbes.com/advisor/about-us/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/business/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/author/kathy-haan/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/author/kathy-haan/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/business/software/best-project-management-software/
https://monday.com/ap/project-management?utm_medium=affiliates&utm_source=USbrands&utm_adgroup=forbes_wm-organic&utm_campaign=multi-multi-prm-work_mgmt&utm_banner=FALG5FuUMO8CeljzFIIcj0_LpPOrAN58dCX
https://monday.com/ap/project-management?utm_medium=affiliates&utm_source=USbrands&utm_adgroup=forbes_wm-organic&utm_campaign=multi-multi-prm-work_mgmt&utm_banner=FALG5FuUMO8CeljzFIIcj0_akQYItLk9TqL
https://try.web.clickup.com/e74prv0rq9xb?sid1=FA945586&sid=FALG5FuUMO8CeljzFIIcj0_KX6j740G0BxB
https://try.web.clickup.com/e74prv0rq9xb?sid1=FA945586&sid=FALG5FuUMO8CeljzFIIcj0_O5tjdEcrRNBa
https://mktp.us/Wrike?FRBSADV_adtid=FALG5FuUMO8CeljzFIIcj0_C5J2Xov3ji9U
https://mktp.us/Wrike?FRBSADV_adtid=FALG5FuUMO8CeljzFIIcj0_88DT8TynD1WV
https://get.usemotion.com/r1ie1u42nviq
https://get.usemotion.com/r1ie1u42nviq
https://www.forbes.com/
https://account.forbes.com/membership?eventSource=header&redirect=https://www.forbes.com/
https://www.forbes.com/search/

1/2/25, 6:56 PM 20 Best Free Project Management Software Of 2025 — Forbes Advisor

Why You Can Trust Forbes Advisor Small Business

31 providers considered
Narrowed down to the top 20 best free project management software
Six weighted categories applied
52 metrics considered for each provider
The Forbes Advisor Small Business team is committed to bringing you unbiased rankings and information with full editorial
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How To Choose the Best Free Project Management Software

There are a few things to consider when choosing free project management software. The first is to decide which features are most important for
your business. Another thing to consider is ease of use. Some project management software can be complex, so it’s important to choose a product
that is simple to use. Additionally, consider the integrations available and the compatibility with your devices.

Essential Features

Most free project management software offer the following features:
Task management: Manage multiple projects and team members efficiently with the ability to create, assign and track tasks.

Collaboration tools: Real-time communication and collaboration between team members, regardless of location, are facilitated with tools
such as messaging and commenting.

Project timelines: To keep projects on schedule and track progress, visually represent project milestones and deadlines with project timelines.

Calendars: Scheduling and monitoring appointments, meetings and other significant events are made more manageable for team members
with calendar tools.

Reporting: Create insightful reports on project progress, resource utilization and other key metrics with reporting features that allow for
analysis of project data.

File sharing: Simplify the process of working on project deliverables with the ability to share and collaborate on project-related documents and
files.

Mobile access: Stay connected and work on projects while on the move with mobile access via smartphones or tablets.

Customization: Customization options allow tailoring of the software to specific project management needs, such as customizing fields,
workflows and notifications.

Integrations: Streamline workflows and increase productivity with integrations with other productivity tools such as email, messaging, and
document management tools.

Security: Ensure data security and privacy with access control, authentication protocols and data encryption.

Ease of Use

Look for project management software that’s convenient for the whole team. Your software should help them keep everything in order,
communicate properly and not miss project deadlines. Consider these features to simplify your projects:

Easy task creation and assignment: A simple and streamlined process for creating and assigning tasks can save time and reduce confusion.
Automated alerts and reminders: Automated notifications can help keep everyone informed and on track with project deadlines.

Real-time collaboration: Make sure the software supports real-time collaboration so team members can work together in one place, making
it easier to coordinate a project’s progress.

Drag-and-drop functionality: Look for software that offers drag-and-drop functionality to help quickly organize tasks and projects.
Time tracking: Time tracking features can help team members monitor their own productivity and ensure they are meeting project deadlines.

Search functionality: A robust search function makes it easy to find specific tasks, files or team members quickly.
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Customizable dashboard: A customizable dashboard can help team members access the features and information they need most frequently.

Integrations and Device Compatibility

Integrations and device compatibility are essential factors to consider when choosing project management software. Some key questions to ask

include:

Integrations: Does the software integrate with other applications that you use in your work? For example, can it integrate with email,
messaging or document management tools? Some common integrations that project managers might be interested in include Google Drive,
Microsoft 365, Trello, Slack and Asana.

Desktop and mobile versions: Is the software compatible with both desktop and mobile devices? This way you can access the software in-

office and on the go.

Device compatibility: Is the software compatible with the devices and operating systems used by your team members?

Free vs. Paid Project Management Software

Free solutions often provide basic features such as task management, file sharing and free project plan templates, but may lack more advanced
capabilities such as customizable reporting or integrations with other tools. In contrast, paid solutions typically offer more advanced features,
dedicated support and better security, making them more suitable for larger teams or more complex projects.

Free solutions work great for small teams or simple projects with limited scope, while paid solutions are better for larger teams or projects that
need more advanced features. Paid solutions offer greater predictability and reliability due to their more robust support and security features.

If a company has outgrown the capabilities of its free solution or needs more advanced features or integrations, upgrading to a paid solution may

be necessary.

Featured Partners
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Benefits of Project Management Software

Project management software can help businesses improve all aspects of the project life cycle. From creating a project management plan and
organizing and scheduling tasks to tracking progress, project management software can provide teams with the tools they need to successfully
manage projects and increase efficiency. Advanced features needed for effective project management include budgeting, resource allocation, task
integration, reporting and analysis, which allow even complex projects to be managed more easily.

Improved organization: Project management software provides a centralized location for organizing tasks, deadlines, files and
communication related to a project.

Enhanced collaboration: Collaboration tools within project management software facilitate communication and collaboration among team
members, allowing for improved teamwork and project outcomes.

Increased productivity: Project management software can help streamline workflows and automate repetitive tasks, freeing up team
members to focus on higher-value work.

Better time management: Calendars, timelines and task management features within project management software help team members stay
on top of deadlines and prioritize tasks effectively.

Improved project transparency: Project management software provides a transparent view of project progress, allowing stakeholders to
stay informed and make better decisions.

Improved communication: Communication tools within project management software help ensure that everyone on the team is on the same
page, reducing miscommunication and errors.

Real-time project tracking: With project management software, team members can monitor progress in real time and identify potential
issues before they become major problems.

Enhanced reporting: Project management software provides the ability to create reports that offer valuable insights into project progress,
resource utilization and other key metrics to help you stick to your project cost management plan.

Remote work capabilities: Project management software can be accessed remotely, allowing team members to work from anywhere,
increasing flexibility and productivity.
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Methodology

When evaluating the best free project management software available, we considered a variety of factors such as pricing, general features,
additional features, reviews and recognition, and expert opinion.

Pricing: Pricing is usually an essential factor when selecting project management software, but in this case we're comparing free plans, so we
gave this category a weight of 10%. We didn’t include software that doesn’t offer a free plan, but we did look at the starting price and the most
expensive plans to ensure you're getting an affordable option if you decide to upgrade from free.

General Features: We assigned a weight of 20% to this category, which includes important project management features such as role
assignment, timelines, Gantt charts, software integrations, dependencies and mobile app support.

Free Features: One of the most important considerations is which features are actually available on the free plans. So we assigned a weight of
30% to this category with more than 20 sub-factors. We looked at unlimited versus limited features, availability of automation, guest access and
in-app chat messaging, to name a few.

Reviews and Recognition: Reviews and recognition are valuable indicators of a product’s quality and customer satisfaction. We assigned a
weight of 10% to this category, considering the ratings on platforms such as Capterra and Trustpilot.

Expert Score: Finally, we evaluated the expert score, which includes features, value for money, popularity and ease of use. We gave this
category a weight of 30% to ensure we were taking into account both user and expert opinions on each product.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Do | need project management software?

Is free project management software really free?

+
+
+ What is the best project management software for small businesses?
+ What is the best free project management software for Mac?

+

What is the best self-hosted free project management software?
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Information provided on Forbes Advisor is for educational purposes only. Your financial situation is unique and the products and services we review may not be
right for your circumstances. We do not offer financial advice, advisory or brokerage services, nor do we recommend or advise individuals or to buy or sell
particular stocks or securities. Performance information may have changed since the time of publication. Past performance is not indicative of future results.

Forbes Advisor adheres to strict editorial integrity standards. To the best of our knowledge, all content is accurate as of the date posted, though offers
contained herein may no longer be available. The opinions expressed are the author’s alone and have not been provided, approved, or otherwise endorsed by
our partners.
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Katherine Haan is a small business owner with nearly two decades of experience helping other business owners increase their incomes.

Amy Nichol Smith

Former Product Review Editor

Amy Nichol Smith spent more than 20 years working as a journalist for TV and newspapers before transitioning to software and hardware product
reviews for consumers and small businesses. She has been featured in publications such as L.A. Times, Tom's Guide, Investopedia and various

newspapers across the U.S.

20 Best Free Project Management Software Of 2025 — Forbes Advisor

[1] Was this article helpful?

SHARE YOUR FEEDBACK

Forbes

© 2025 Forbes Media LLC. All Rights Reserved.

AdChoices

Privacy Statement

Do Not Sell or Share My Personal Information

Limit the Use of My Sensitive Personal Information

Privacy Preferences
Digital Terms of Sale
Terms of Service
Contact Us
Send Us Feedback
Report a Security Issue
Jobs At Forbes
Reprints & Permissions
Forbes Press Room

Advertise

Cookie Preferences

https://www.forbes.com/advisor/business/software/free-project-management-software/

16/16


https://www.forbes.com/advisor/author/kathy-haan/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/author/kathy-haan/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/author/kathy-haan/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/author/ansmith/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/author/ansmith/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/author/ansmith/
https://www.forbes.com/
https://preferences-mgr.truste.com/?pid=forbes01
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/privacy-policy/
https://www.forbes.com/consent/editprivacy/?consent_do_not_sell=true
https://www.forbes.com/consent/editprivacy/?consent_limit=true
https://www.forbes.com/consent/editprivacy/?consent_limit=true
https://www.forbes.com/digital-terms-of-sale
https://www.forbes.com/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.forbes.com/fdc/contact.html
mailto:feedback@forbes.com
https://www.forbes.com/contact/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/careers-at-forbes/
http://forbesreprints.magreprints.com/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbespr/
http://www.forbesmedia.com/
https://www.forbes.com/
https://account.forbes.com/membership?eventSource=header&redirect=https://www.forbes.com/
https://www.forbes.com/search/

