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Rio Home Careraided in Alamo

Hidalgo’s Robin
Kirk steps down
after 3 seasons.
Sports Day | 1C

By Janen Tavion
[ TWITTER: @ JAREDATAYLOR

ALAMO — FBI agents
raided a home healthcare
agency Tuesday moming,
but would not provide spe-
cific details about the nature
jof their search.

Agenis were seen at Rio
[Home Care, 1003 Expressway
63, shortly afier 9 a.m. Tues-
day, where television foor-
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ANIMAL
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While the Valley is
rife with rampant
abuse of animals,
the area is also filled
with numeraus
organizations that
work to improve the
lives of pets. Various
facilities shelter the
animals ta nurse them
back to health.
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>> FBI officials provide few details
on seizing items from the business.

age showed them removing
computers and other materi-
als from the home healthcare
business,

FBI spokesman Erik Vasys
confirmed agenis executed
a search warrant at the busi-
ness, but would not provide
further details because of the
pending investigation.

0 unsealed criminal
complaints, warrants or
other court documents de-

tailing the company or its
president, Richard Tray Nel-
son, had been filed in U.S,
District Court in MeAllen on
Tuesday.

Nelson declined to com-
ment, referring questions (0
Van Llilley, his San Antonio-
based attorney. Hilley did not
respond 10 a request for com-
ment Tuesday afternoon.

Such searches at home
healthcare companies typi-
cally involve healthcare fraud
investigationsinvolvingMed-
icaid and Medicare, the fed-
eral insurance programs that

provide coverage (o low-in-
come and elderly residents.

Several other local home
healtheare companies have
faced federal scrutiny for in-
surance scams that bilked
15 in extra reimburse-
ment cash from the federal
government.

The case could lead to
charges against employees
at Rio Home Care, including
Nelson, the embattled former
owner of the Rio Grande Val-
ley Killer Bees hockey team.
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A fedlerel agent closes the tilgate of 2 van Tuesday marning during an
SeeRAID | 8A 78l raid of Rio Home Carein Alamo.
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ooking for a place
to call their own
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ROBERTO DE LA CERDA, 17, a senior at Juarez-Lincoln High School, sits on a bed where his

» Adequate shelter and
sustenance elude a family
amid unemployment.

By Ay Nicuow Syt
TwrTrER: @AMYNICHOLSMITH

n orange mobile home on a
rural road hides the small
storage shed where Javier
De La Cerda sleeps alone.

There's no room for Javier
in the mobile home, so he sacrifices
his comfort for his wife Graciela and
their children. After losing jobs as
ranch hands two months ago, the
couple and their four youngest chil-
dren and one grandchild who live

Bringing the B

mather and two sisters sleep inside a two- bedraam mohile home in narth Palmview.

with them suddenly found themselves
homeless.

So the family of seven moved in
with the eldest daughter, Adriana Pa-
dron, who is married with one child,
and another on the way.

Padron tried to make room for her
parents and siblings, but the two-bed-
room-one-bath mobile home is too
small for 10 people.

The De La Cerda family stacked all
of their worldly possessions in a pile
behind the home and moved in.

There is no heating or air-condi-
tioning system, and the home lacks a
water heater.

“We put the water on the fire (out-
side) and heat it," Graciela said in
Spanish.
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and San Antonio
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De La Cerda Family

")\ United Way of Sauth Texas
Serving Hidakgo & Starr n_,...;
How to help:

Thelrited Wayis accepting volun-
teers and donations — including,
but not limited to, clothing, food,
fumiture, toys and money — for
the families of this series. To do-
nate, call (956 279-9050, (956)
Z79-9051 or (356) 279-9052
or mail donations to PO, Box 187,
McAllen, TX, 78505. The United
Way of South Texas is located
2t 1200 E Hackberry, Suite F in
McAllen.

You can also make an online
denation on the United Way of
South Texas website at www.
uniteduayofsoteorg. The Monitor
isnot accepting donations.

Graciela Torres

Mo, female, 43 years old,
Shoes: 6.5, Shirt: M Pant: 11
Javier De La Cerda

Father, male, 49 years old, Shoes:
7, Shirt: M, Pant: 36x30

Javier De La Cerda Jr.

Son, male, 24 years old, Shoes: 7,
Shirt: S, Pant: 30,30

Roberto De La Cerda

Son, male, 17 years old, Shoes: 7,
Shirt: 5, Pant: 28x30

Elena De La Cerda

Daughter, fernale, 16 years old,
Shoes: 7, Shirt: S, Pant: 3/4

@ ONLINE View stories and video on the 12 Days of Christmas’ series. | WWW.THEMONITOR .coM/120A¥S
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PSJA
trustee’s
brother
admits to
forgery

» The sibling of
the school board’s
VP says he tricked
a nonprofit group
to get back money.

By ELizapeTn FINDELL
Axp NeaL MortoN
TwiTiEs: @EFINDELL

AND @NEALTMORTON

PHARR — A Pharr-San|
Juan-Alamo school trustee’s)
brother admitted he forged
his brother's signature (o}
trick a nonprofit group —
that he said “betrayed” him|
— into paying for use of aj
school stadium.

Tony Rodriguez, brother|
Lo PSJA school board Vice|
President Bobby Rodri-
guex, told The Monitor that
Tie took full responsibility]
for a letter demanding a
$500 reimbursement afte;
the district permitted thel
stadium'’s use for free in|
2010

Tony Rodriguez refused|
to identify the nonprofit
group. But he admitted (o]
inappropriately using his
brother's identity o get
money back from the orga-
nization, which he said had|
taken advantage of his local
youth football league.

“[ never meant for (his|
1o get this far,” he said. “Allj
this was done with good in-|
tentions in the hape that it
would benefit the kids

“Bobby had nothing tof
do with this, It was all me,|
and I'm sorry.”

Bobby Rodriguer, who)
also serves as San Juan’s city|
secretary, sald he felt vic-
timized by the whole affair.
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