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A lack of oxygen to the

brain can cause perma-
nent brain damage, and

alter speaking with nurses

and doctors about what

to expect with Danny, his

parents feared he may
never walk or talk again
— especially without
proper treatmeni and
therapy, something they
couldn’t afford.

The Ojeda family was
featured in The Monitor
and United Way's “12 Days
of Christmas” series and
program last year, which
alerted the Rio Grande
Valley to their needs.

“We're very thankful to
the people that helped us
through donations, being
there, always praying,”
David Sr. said.

For the past 12 years, the
newspaper has shared the
stories of 12 families in the
Valley in need. Each fam.
ily's story is highlighted
for a day, and readers are
asked 10 donate money,
clothes, blankets, appli-
ances or whatever else the
family may need.

This year, The Moni-
tor is renaming the cam-
paign “The Spirit of
Christmas,” in recogni-
tion that the generosity
of local residents can and
should extend beyond
12 days each December,
said Carlos Sanchez, edi-
tor of The Monitor.

“Our hope is to get
people to realize that the
spirit of Christmas can al
ways be present and the
generosity that we tend
to show around the holi-
days can become part of
our community’s fabric,”
Sanchez said.

In 2011, Manitor read
ers donated more than
$35,000 to the program.
Last year, more than
§45,000 was raised.

Clothes, blankets, appli
ances, gift cards and checks
were presented to the fam.
ilies, like the Ojedas.

“Its always something
we look forward to be-
cause the families do ben-
efit from the project,” said
Amelia Rojas, an outcome
specialist for the United
‘Way. “There’s so much giv-
ing and so much caring for
other people.”

David and Claudia Her-
nandez were very concermned
for their youngest child,
Selena, who had heart, lung
and kidney problems.

Their living condi-
tions were far from ideal

for the 1-year-old, who
was plagued with asthma
and a weak constitution.
The house they rented in
Pharr was too small — the
family of five slept in one
room — and the landlord
wouldn't fix the plumbing
issues, so the sewage smell
was overwhelming, and
Claudia worried about her
family's health.

Winters were harsh for
the Hernandezes with na
heater and Selena would
often fall ill and end up,

once again, in the emer-
gency room.

After receiving help
from the “12 Days" pro-
gram, though, the Her-
nandez family has moved
into a bigger house with
proper plumbing.

“Whenever we need
samething, or something
has gone wrong, we call
the landlord,” Claudia said
in Spanish

Although they are pay-
ing more for rent (S600
instead of $400), David
is able to work at a local
church to make some ex-
tra money, after he ish-
es at the auto shop for the
day. The church, Claudia
said, also helps them with
food whenever they need
alittle more.

They were able to get
help with Selena’s medica-
tions, and, Claudia said,
Selena’s doctor was ahle
o secure the young girl's
insurance for the rest of
her life.

The children also had a

very happy holiday. They
received gills of sweaters,
pants and toys, too. Sele-
na got a lot of dolls, her
mom said.

“1 was very grateful,”
Claudia  said. “Without
them knowing us, they
helped us. Thank you very
much.”

Those who work at the
United Way who are in-
volved with the “12 Days"
program, like Rojas, see
how the denations affect
each family.

“(Claudia) was one of
the participanis thal was
so grateful for the assis-
tance from the commu-
nity” she said. “And you
see the difference. You re-
ally are happy to see that
they did take advantage of
that oppertunity that was
given (o them and the;
do make a better life for
themselves.”

The money the Ojeda
family received from

Hernandez family,
then and now

At left, Selena, 2, rests her
head on her mather, Claudia
Hemandez, inside their new
home Nov. 19 in Las Milpas.
Below left, Claudia Hemandez
canies Selena while standing
in @ room of their new rental
home in Las Milpas. The
Hernandez family received aid
last year as a part of a giving
campaign.

Photos by Delcia Lopez

| diopez@themanitor.com

the United Way, donat-
ed by Moniior readers
helped significantly in
getting Danny the medi-
cations and therapy he
needed. Hard work and
determination  helped
Danny’s progress, 100,
and after four months in
a wheelchair — which
was donated through the
“12 Days” program — he
can walk again.

Danny has returned to
school, and he recently
gave his wheelchair to
someone else in need.

“He has recovered so
fast,” his father said. “We
did not expect (i)."

Danny's older brother,
David Ojeda Jr, 20, re-
members the joy he fell
when he saw Danny re-
turning to his former sell.

“I was very happy be-
cause after seeing him
dead ..." David Jr. trailed

“I wasn't dead,” Danny
said in Spanish. "I was
waiting in heaven.”

David Ir. laughed and
said Danny has high hopes.
for his career.

“He wants toplay again,”
David Jr. said. “He wants
10 be famous.”

Danny looked over at
the soccer poster again
and smiled.

“Thank you,” Danny
said.
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SEASON OF SAVINGS

SHOP NOW AND SAVE FOR EVERYONE ON YOUR LIST
ol | 7

visit premiumoutlets.com/dod for the

DEAL OF THE DAY CALENDAR

Discover exclusive holiday offers all season long

13[SICage Phi

feorens o
OGRS BT
S at www. drbeardsley.com

217 S0l FroadwayM
13’

OUITTING
BUSINESS
2Np Price
Reductions

Storewide!

Every Hat, Boot, Shirt & Jean
Every Jacket, Slack, Suit & More
Has Been Reduced AGAIN!

New York Store

Western Wear
Big N Tall

1309 S. 10th St * McAllen » Mon-Sat 10-7 » Sun 12-5

GIVE A LITTLE. GET A LOT.
Make an on-site donation to the
Simon Youth Foundation and receive
a FREE GIFT from Tommy Hilfiger.

BUY A SIMON GIFTCARD"

from select stores. While supplies last.
See website for details.

While supplies iast. See website for details.
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LEGENDARY BRANDS. ABUNDANT SELECTION. REAL SAVINGS
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